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Turnout Low For Events 


by Wilma Luth 


The chapel/auditorium was the scene of 
two important gatherings on Saturday, 
September 12. For the first time in its history, 
Redeemer held the general membership 
meeting and the convocation on the same day. 
If this doubling up was intended to draw more 
people to both events, it failed miserably. 

The membership meeting was attended by 
about 80 people including most of the 
professors and board members. Attendance by 
ordinary members was quite pitiful. This might 
have been affected by the lack of any 
controversial or interesting issues (such as the 
building of a new campus). As it was, the 
meeting ran very smoothly with all the 
resolutions passed swiftly. 

President DeBolster raised some 
interesting points in his report. He encouraged 
the membership to be less defensive about the 
B.C.S. which Redeemer offers. It has been 
accepted by the University of Toronto as 
equivalent to a B.A. Being able to award a B.A. 
degree is not as important as offering a quality 
Christian liberal arts education which is 
respected by other Ontario universities. 

Many students may have had questions 
about O.S.A.P. grants (or the disappointing 
lack of them). If they had been at the 
meeling they would have heard that O.S.AP. 
is calculating the grants in a manner which 
the financial office had not expected. These 
calculations insure that students will probably 


eet a lower grant then they had expected. 
Meetings are planned with O.S.A-P. officials in 
order to find out the rationale for this move 
and to see if their position can be changed. 

Although more people attended the 
convocation, the lack of numbers there was 
almost more disappointing. Usually the official 
beginning of the school year with its pomp and 
ceremony draws Redeemer supporters from all 
across the province. The poor attendance must 
lead us to ask some difficult questions. Where 
are the crowds which usually come for such 
events as membership meetings and 
convocations? Is it simply a matter of being 
too busy? September is « busy month with 
many church and school programs beginning 
again. But previous convocalions were held in 
September with much higher attendance rates. 

Has the novelty of Redcemer College 
worn off? Now that the new campus has 
existed for a year, has everything the 
members worked toward been fulfilled? Is it 
time for them to rest on_ their laurels, 
satisfied in a job well done? No! The staff. 
faculty, and students who make up the 
immediate college community must not forget 
that Redeemer began as a grass-roots 
movement. The members must never be 
allowed to feel alienated from the goings-on 
at the campus. The movement for an Ontario 
Christian university began and must continue 
as an alliance between all those Christians who 
believe in quality Christian liberal arts 
education. 
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Editorial by John H. Noordhof 
On The Way 


Have you considered what the theme of 
this year’s orientation, "On the Way", means? 
The slogan was hopefully chosen wisely and is 
more than just a saying on a T-shirt. It seems 
to me that to fully understand it we must 
recall last year’s theme, which’ was 
"Celebrating New Beginnings". Considering 
the fact that the college had just moved to this 
new campus, the theme was well chosen. Last 
year we could celebrate the new beginning at a 
new campus. Now we are told that this year we 
are "On The Way". What does this mean? 
Are we now established on this campus? The 
construction is completed and everyone is 
settled in. Events, classes, and orientation 
have--overall--run smoothly. Yes, we seem 
finally to be on our way to a smooth ride this 
year. 

But while we are on the way we cannot take 
this state for granted. Redeemer is still a fragile 
institution. Individuals still make a difference. 
If people do not volunteer for such activities as 
the Crown, the yearbook, choir, sports, etc., 
these organizations will flounder. The state of 
last year’s yearbook is a case in point. (It is in 
disarray and needs YOUR help.) Thus, a 
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warming: we are on the way but only if 
everybody does their part to ensure the smooth 
sailing of this year. We cannot afford to assume 
that Somebody will do the work for you. 
What are you doing to help? 
To be on the way also implies that we have 
a goal to which we are travelling. What is our 
direction, our dream for this year and the 
years to come? New students and many 
returning students have to decide their major, 
who their life-partner may be. Wemust ask 
this question of direction not only of 
ourselves individually but also as a corporate 
community. What does it mean to be a 
university? to be Reformed and Christian in 
character? As one of our PR items says, we 
have stepped forward in faith in building this 
college. Where do we go on_ from this 
accomplishment? Are we growing so fast that 
there is no vision left? How much are we 
willing to sacrifice in order to gain worldly 
recognition? Let us keep our eyes on the 
things that are above and not onearthly pride. 
It is easy to spend a year here just being 

concerned about your own studies. Hopefully, 

there is time for personal and corporate 
reflection on some of the issues raised. So 
wear your T-shirt and know how and why we 
are "On the Way". 


Life in the Froggie World 


by Irene Bom 


Ah, for the day when those shorts will 
be nothing more than a memory buried 
in the far corner of the Closet, a 
pleasant rediscovery at the end of April. 
The most ridiculous thing is not the 
Shorts or the frogs themselves, but how 
full the frogs are of bug-eyed 
enthusiasm. They look so happy to be 
cavorting all over King Cotton. 

The pink cover of the brochure said it 
all: a whole week set aside just to 
welcome new students. How honoured, 
indeed! We probably forgot to read the 
fine print. The transition from home to 
college was made so much smoother hv 
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having us hop, FROG after FROG, into 
the cafeteria. One FROG put it this way: 
"We were beaten from the start. If we 
hopped in, we looked like total fools, 
and if we just walked in when everyone 
else was hopping, we still looked like 
fools." At least the FROG Show was 
warmly applauded. 

FROG Olympics were a true test of 
skills. After crawling around on the gym 
floor playing nose-soccer, passing 
volleyballs with our feet, and trying to 
pop the other person’s' balloon, we 
progressed to outdoor skills such as the 
Raw Egg Toss and the Balloon Shave. 
The professional barber in the group is 
to be commended, even if the razor was 
accidentally flipped around. Some 
FROGs had to be reminded of Saturday 
morning’s scavenger hunt by cordial 
"home visits" by the FROG hunters. The 
scavenger hunt was the supreme plan of 
the PR committee to make Redeemer’s 
name known in the community: groups 
of ten students in "On the Way" shirts 
crowding into a Woolworth picture booth 
for front, side, and back shots. Or 
rummaging through garbage cans for old 
Spec’s. Or reading the by-law numbers 
off Do Not Feed Pigeons signs, of all 
things. Counting staples on_ the 
downtown bulletin board. Denninger’s 
must have wondered at the sudden surge 
of early- morning interest in the price of 
chocolate vermicelle, even though none 
was sold. But without doubt, the best 
item was number ten: "Bring back the 
most unusual object that you can find." 
Now there was a _ challenge! An 
half-rotted, unrecognizable reptile that 
was left to stagnate in the Student Life 
Office was certainly different, but the 
blue ribbon can go to none other than the 
sawn-off mannequin that was carried all 
over town and now provides aesthetic 
enjoyment in one of the dorms. 

It is a comfort, though, to finally read 
the pink booklet and discover that all 
our memories "were started off in the 
right direction." 
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Meditation 
by Harry Zekveld 


John 3:1-3 Nicodemus Comes to Jesus 
vs.3: "In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the 
truth, no one can see the Kingdom of God 
unless he is born again." 

Dr. Nicodemus. He was a man of the order 
of the Pharisees. God had disclosed to him 
the hidden meaning of the Scriptures and given 
him the holy power and duty to interpret the 
Law and to instruct the ordinary people 
concerning the details of righteous living. But 
Dr. Nicodemus was more than that; he was also 
a member of the Jewish ruling council. 
Certainly a man to be respected. If there was 
ever a man that had a properly defined 
Kingdom vision, it was Dr. Nicodemus. 

Dr. Nicodemus again. It is night. Has Dr. 
Nicodemus become lunatic?! Instead of his 
usual pomp, flowing robes, and dignified 
speech, he is barefoot, and is tiptoeing 
hurriedly across the dew-covered grass in his 
night-shirt! The man must be insane--he has 
fallen on his knees before the sinner who is 
called Jesus of Nazareth and, in a trembling 
voice, he whispers to Jesus: "Rabbi!" Words 
of embarassment and desperation flow from his 
mouth as he pours out to Jesus--he, 
Nicodemus, Israel’s teacher, expounder of the 
law--his problems in dealing with a theological 
issue. Where was his kingdom vision? Was it 
falling apart? The miracle of this event is not 
yet complete. Jesus ignores the academic 
issue and cuts to the heart of the matter 
immediately. Jesus, the Greater, instructs Dr. 
Nicodemus, the Lesser, in the truth. In one 
sentence, Jesus presents to Nicodemus the 
complete Gospel: "Do you think you have a 
godly kingdom vision? I tell you the truth, no 
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again." 

Nicodemus is a popular person on the 
Redeemer College campus. At times he can be 
found in the dorms, studying at a desk. On 
other occasions he might be engaged in 
profound academic discussion in the halls. 
He sits through various lectures, and has 
even been discovered in faculty offices. 
Nicodemus is the one who assumes 
rightness with God by virtue of his/her 
position and intellect. Nicodemus’ story is 
one that most of us can relate to. 
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Changes Upstairs 


by Marcella VanderPloeg 


Well! there has been lots happening 
in that tiny breathing space called the 
Registrar’s office, so I humbly stepped 
under the wooden arches of Cornelius 
Kors to find out what! 

First of all, Mr. Kors mentioned (with 
a smile) that Marian Ryks had taken the 
position of Registrar, easing the weight 
of responsibility that was sitting 
heavily upon his academic shoulders. 
So what’s he left with? More time to 
plug into his position as Dean of 
Students, (hence the imaginative ideas of 
orientation week, the new leadership 
training for our R.A.’s and the new 
Guided Studies program). "The Student 
Life Department is burned out for a 
legitimate reason," says Kors. Probably 
many of you are wondering what that 
guided studies thing is. Well, Ill 
explain. "Guided Studies" is a program 
that is intended to academically 
Support those students who need to 
improve their studying, reading and 
researching skills that are so necessary 
for auniversity student. "In fact," says 
Kors, "many people enter Redeemer 
unprepared to handle the tasks of 
university studying.” So, with that in 
mind, Kors challenges every student to 
look at their studying skills and, if 
there is room for improvement, to take 
the Guided Studies course, or at least 
inquire about what it all involves. The 
program starts after Study Skills has 
finished, and then meets every Tuesday 
afternoon from 3:05 to 4:20. Take that 
Kors challenge! 

Kors has his own personal challenge: 
to improve upon last year’s 9% attrition 
rate! (I didn’t have the faintest of what 
attrition was either, so I developed a 
bewildered look on my face’ until he 
explained further.) An attrition rate is 
the percentage of students who dropped 
out of Redeemer in the fall semester, or 
who never_ returned in the winter 
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semester. Among their many reasons 
for dropping out, one that we could help 
eliminate very nicely, was the reason 
that the courses were too hard for them to 
handle. That’s where the guided studies 
comes in, giving academic support before 
it is too late. 

And here is a recent breakdown on 
enrollment figures: 

106 new students 

163 intelligent students (returning) 

8 part-time students : 

13 off-campus students (attending 

another school via Redeemer) 

35 summer students 

Total headcount for the 1987 academic 
year; 325. At the beginning of 
September, the FTE (Full Time 
Equilavoren) stood at 297, which is close 
to the budgeted figure of 300. Kors 
was happy to say that the retention rate 
for this year is 83%. That means that 
out of the total potential number of 
returning students, 83% came back! 

After chatting with Kors, I went to 
the Registrar’s office of Marian Ryks. As 
I sat down for the interview, she asked if 
it was all right if she clipped away at her 
computer while she talked ... then the 
phone rang. The door was knocked on 
three times for three different reasons 
during her phone conversation, then she 
ran out to attend to those in desperate 
need of her, and then went to Kors to 
talk about something or another (no, I 
didn’t listen) and when she finally sat 
down in front of the computer, the phone 
rang again ... one busy chic! 

Apparently before the students arrived, 
she was even busier. Being asked what 
he most challenging part of her job was, 
she laughed and said, "I have to be decent 
here," and then ran a pen through her hair as 
she said, "The entire job is challenging; 
co-ordinating all of the uh, all of the uh ..." 
She never did finish the sentence, but I trust 
she was just trying to be decent. 

Marian Ryks just moved from Alberta to 
Ontario about one-and-a-half months ago. 
She said that Ontario is great, and she loves 
living here. I asked why. She said, "Because 
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of all the squirrels and green trees and the 
racoons, none of that in Alberta... even if 
the racoons are dead on the road, they’re here 
anyway!" I knew there was at least 
something great about Ontario that I wasn't 
recognizing! 

Marian Ryks was educated for 2 years at 
Concordia College (a Lutheran university in 
Alberta) and then completed her Bachelor of 
Education at the University of Alberta. And 
for all you science freaks, she majored in 
Biology and minored in Chemistry. After 
graduating, she was a teacher at a junior high 
school, and then’ she started teaching at 
Concordia in the area of chemistry. The 
position that she left to take this one was 
that of "Registrar Assistant" at Concordia. 
She said that what had prompted her to 
consider changing jobs to Redeemer was that 
the Lord had opened a door and she had the 
choice of either walking through and seeing 
what it was like, or walking right past the 
door and never knowing what was beyond. 
So she decided to step through the door, and 
found that He had led her to Redeemer with 
the position of Registrar .... and she’s loved 
every minute of it!! We only hope (and Kors 
too) that she’s shut the door behind her 
and is planning to stay awhile! 


Meditation from pg. 3 


The truth that Jesus teaches us in this 
passage is that we cannot see the 
Kingdom of God, we cannot have a vision 
for the Kingdom--if we do not have the 
Spirit of God. We must recognize that 
simply by attending Redeemer College we 
will not have access to Jesus Christ, the 
foundation of that vision. To "see the 
kingdom" involves much more than 
bearing the name Christian--we must live 
the name Christian. Examine yourself 
deeply. Are you Christian in name alone? 
Or are you trying to serve both God and 
yourself as Nicodemus did? 

Maybe the zeal you experience for 
Christ’s kingdom is __ intellectual at 
bottom, or a matter first of all of subduing 
the various areas of lIiberal arts. 
Determining what is kitsch or not in the 
various disciplines is not the essence of 
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the Reformed Kingdom vision, nor is it 
the vision Jesus talks of here. "Seeing the 
Kingdom" is at bottom deeply personal 
and intimately devotional. The first 
question we all must ask ourselves is: How 
is it between me and God? If you are 
unsure, do not hesitate to ask with 
Nicodemus, "How can a man be born 
again?" The Lord is waiting with open 
arms. 

What is your vision for the 1987-1988 
school year? Is it an academic vision 
primarily? Or is it devotional? In all our 
endeavours we must remember that Jesus 
tells us the truth: No man_ can see the 
Kingdom of God unless he is born again. 
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LET’s GO DUTCH 


Netherlandic Stud 
Spring Semester of 1988 


Courses Offered 
Dutch Language and Literature 
Dutch Art and Architecture 
Dutch Culture and Society 
History of the Low Countries 
International Marketing 
Individual Studies _ 


Fer further information contact: 
Prof Harry Van Dyke 
History Department | 

Deadline: November 1, 1967 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Redeemer College: | feel a need. 
Oh, yes--a great need, and | have the faith that you can meet 
this dire need. Oh yes, brothers and sisters, there is a need, 

a desire for words. Words that can be put into our wonderful 
computer, plaudits and pundits that may be transcribed into 
beautifully printed words--Laserprinted--and brought to bear 
upon the intellectual world of your fellow brethren in the Lord 
here on our beautiful campus in lovely Ancaster (between, as 
you know, Niagara Falls and Toronto). Yes, there is a need 
for your blessed input in our wonderful student newspaper, 

the one and only--for your benefit and edification--Crown. 
Brothers and sisters, help fill the need for columnists, writers, 
and other forms of inputters for the bi-weekly student 
newspaper that is for all who pay to and/or collect from 

the bastion of Reformed thinking and (getting there) greatness © 
that we owe so much to. It would be so good to see you help 
out. There is a desire for brothers and/or sisters to write about 
Politics, Religion, Sports, and whatever else you feel should be 
shared with our community of believers. Share what you have 
--it is not communism, but brotherly love--and fill the need. 
See the man we all know and love as The Pope--bless his 
Reformed soul--John H. Noordhof. Thank you, beloved. 


Help represent Redeemer College at the 
Ancaster Fair this weekend. Sign up at the 
Student Council office to be at the Redeemer 
booth on Friday and Saturday. 


When you attend the fair, look for the Redeemer 
booth. The good word is that Rex will be there. 
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Music Review 
by Jennifer Heida and Greg Linnell 


Already in the first week here at 
Redeemer we have been privileged to 
participate in the ministry of talented 
Christian musicians. On September 7, 
Connie Scott began her Canadian tour for 
the "Hold On" album. The first half of 
her concert consisted of songs from her 
latest album and was upbeat and 
fast-moving. In contrast, the second 
half of the concert emphasized a 
devotional worship and began with a 
testimony followed by ballads. Grace and 
Colleen Reinders lead us in praise and 
Singing two nights later. The evening 
was characterized by much interaction 
between the leaders and the students. 
Thematically, they started with praise 
and moved to a quiet devotion, ending in 
prayer. 

When comparing the two concerts 
and asking questions about the styles 
and the various intents of the lyrics, it 
became obvious’ that the interaction 
between’ the _ lyrics and the 


instrumentation played a very important | 


role as to artistic technique and the 
intent of the activity. By and large, 
Connie Scott sacrificed the clarity of her 
lyrics--and, therefore, the meaning--in 
favour of loud instrumentation. It was 
only during a few of her quieter ballads 


that her voice rose above the | 


instrumentation and fulfilled both the 
meaning of her words and of her talent. 
Grace and Colleen, however, managed to 
convey their love for God in a much 
simpler combination of piano and voice. 
Of greater benefit was the projection of 
the lyrics onto a screen which enabled 
students to participate to a higher degree 
than with Connie Scott. Scott 
attempted to interact with the audience in 
only a few of her songs and was, in this 
respect, not nearly as effective as were 
Grace and Colleen. Somehow the 
Micheal Jackson "yelp" did not pull the 

together as much as did shouting 
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"be bold, be strong” with Grace and 
Colleen. 

What we are critiquing in both these 
concerts was the ability of the singer to 
maximize the meaningful praise, 
worship, and devotion that should be a 
part of Christian music. Christian 
artists are not doing their art for 
themselves, or for their audience--but 
primarily offering praise to God. In 
praising God first and foremost flows 
the "spiritual union" of the artist and the 
audience--then, and only then, can God 
bless us because we have praised Him 
first. From participating in both these 
concerts, we _ realized the _ intimate 
connection between the artistic technique 
and the praise of God. To us, Connie 
Scott’s loud instrumentation § at the 
expense of understanding the lyrics, her 
style of dress, and the mood generated 
by the special effects of light and sound, 
served to obscure the praise of God. 
With Grace and Colleen, however, 
these factors were not present, and the 
praise of God shone through much 
stronger in their music. In spite of the 
undesirable elements in Connie Scott’s 
concert, her heart’s desire was obvious 
in her testimony: the mercy of a 
loving Father who always "holds on". 

Overall, in differing degrees of 
success, both Connie Scott and Grace 
and Colleen enabled students’ to 
participate in praise to our God--a theme 
that we at Redeemer should _ never 
neglect. 


Postponement 

The dedication concert for Redeemer’s 
new pipe organ, originally scheduled for 
November 7, has been postponed. Not 
because it will not be here by the seventh, 
but time will be needed for the organ to get 
accustomed to it’s new environment, and 
the organist, Chris Teeuwsen, would need 
time to get acquainted with "his" organ. 
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Royals’ Soccer Kicks Off 


by Jim Huinink with help from Bryan Klazinga 


With barely enough time to register for 
Classes, the men’s soccer team jumped 
into action this past weekend in a 
tournament at Roberts Wesleyan College 
in Rochester, NY. Coach John Teeuwsen 
navigated previously uncharted territory, 
treating the Royals to a highly unscenic 
tour of Southern Ontario and the State of 
New York, among others. 

Their first game of the tourney was 
against Roberts Wesleyan College. The 
Royals played a_ strong first half. 
Newcomer John Vellinga scored the 
first goal of the game before the enemy 
replied with two of their own. Vellinga 
scored his second goal of the game to tie 
things up going into the second half. 
Roberts Wesleyan had a strong second 
string and, despite their best efforts, 
the Royals’ depleted ranks could not hold 
on against them Yankees. Final score of 
the game was: Roberts Wesleyan 5, 
Redeemer Royals 2. 

That evening, the Royals stayed at 
the Red Roof Inn in Harrietsville, NY. 
There, they had hopes of watching the 
Canada Cup or even a Blue Jays’ game, 
but had to settle for a movie (an 
American movie, of course). Shafted by 
this Raw Deal, the Royals headed for 
bed. 

The next morning, Saturday, they 
played against a team from Cedarville, 
Ohio at 11:00AM, under wet, cool, 
Rochester weather conditions. The 
Royals replaced netminder Rob Boer with 
Ken DeVries for the game. The first half 
did not go well, with our guys down by a 
score of 4-1, John VanPelt potting the 
Royal goal. However, after a strong 
second half, the score was kept to a 
respectable 5-1 Royal defeat, with the 
final tally resulting from a penalty shot 
situation. 

The Royals proved their good 
sportsmanship by staying around for the 
final game of the tournament between 
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Dominican College (New York City, NY) 
and Roberts Wesleyan (the eventual 
winners). They left Rochester and arrived 
safely home at 6:00PM, Saturday evening. 
This past Thursday, the enthusiastic 
Royals took on the boys from George 
Brown College right in our own backyard 
(when they finally got there). On the 
rain-slicked field the men in red played a 
tough match to their speedy opponents, 
with the final score being a respectable 
3-1 loss. Brad Antonides, one of the 
many strong first-year players, provided 
the speed and booming kick to record 
Redeemer’s lone tally. For the first game 
of the year and before many of their own 
fans, the Royals did well. Considering 
the scores of last year, the new Royals are 
an improved and promising club. 


Upcoming Sports Events 


Men’s Soccer: Sheridan Sept.22, Home 
Fanshawe Sept. 24, Home 
Conestoga Sept. 28, Away 
Fanshawe Oct. 1, Away 
Mohawk Oct. 3, Home 


Women’s Soccer: Lambton Sept. 23, Home 
St. Clair Sept. 26, Away 
O.C.A.A. Regionals Oct. 2-3 


Cross-Country: in St. Catherines, Sept. 26 
Mohawk/Redeemer, Oct. 3 


Blue Jays Game: Friday, September 25 
All 87 of us! 


Show Your Support for 
Redeemer Athletics 


GO ROYALS GO 


